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IITs to offer scholarship for foreign students 

DC | N. ARUN KUMAR | December 21, 2014, 06.12 am IST 

http://www.deccanchronicle.com/141221/nation-current-affairs/article/iits-offer-scholarship-foreign-students  

 

Chennai: The Standing Committee of the Indian Institute of Technology’s Council (SCIC) has consented to provide scholarships to its 

undergraduate students from countries like Myanmar, Philippines and Korea who want to pursue post-graduation and research there.  
  

The IIT Council, which met in September, is expected to clear SCIC’s recommendation soon. Prof. Gautam Biswas, 

director of IIT-Guwahati, said that students from South East Asian countries, like the Philippines, Mongolia, Korea and the Arab countries 

too, who had a good academic record and interest in research could apply.  
  

“We get good quality students from South Asian countries too and they want financial incentives. All directors 

of IITs felt that in a globalised world it would be foolish to miss them,” he said.  

  

Union HRD minister Smriti Irani wanted the IITs to admit good quality postgraduate students who could do 

world class research and increase India’s research output, he added. Asked about the ranking committee, which the IIT 

Council constituted in its recent meeting in September, Prof. Biswas said that the ranking committee tried to sensitise IITs and universities 

across the country about the need to get ranked in global university rankings. 
  

“Despite doing high class research and having a good teaching-learning process, Indian universities don’t have 

good visibility among universities globally. So the ranking committee has been telling the Indian universities 

which areas they need to focus on more to get ranked in global university rankings,” Prof.Biswas added. 
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Higher education in India slipping into bottomless pit 

http://www.americanbazaaronline.com/2014/12/19/higher-education-india-slipping-bottomless-pit/  

NEW DELHI: Like his much touted development agenda, Prime Minister Narendra Modi is losing his grip over 

the education agenda as well. 

Higher education both in the University Grants Commission and at the Ministry of Human Resources are run by 

very mediocre bureaucrats. Important bills on foreign universities and restructuring of University Grants 

Commission were withdrawn from the Parliament by the present government. 

That the development agenda is no longer getting the attention is clear from the number of critical columns in 

newspapers and the negative coverage by influential talk shows. Even sympathetic secular and mainstream 

commentators are beginning to turn against the government after the Rashtriya Swayamsevak Sangh and its 

other affiliates began aggressively pushing their Hindutava agenda, which is distracting national and global 

narratives of post-UPA story of India’s economic development. 

Intellectuals, corporate leaders and journalists who strongly backed Modi during and before the 2014 general 

elections are blaming the mediocre and spineless bureaucracy for the government’s inability to shine the 

spotlight on the growth story. 

They are urging the prime minister to bring outside experts and park them in his secretariat and in key 

ministries like Human Resource Development, Science and Technology. Such experts, they think, will have the 

energy to bring new ideas and have courage to speak their mind. 

A case in point is Raghuram Rajan, Governor of Reserve Bank of India, a rank outsider who has the capability 

and courage to speak his mind, gives the right advice to the Prime Minister and Finance Minister on economic 

policies. 

While delivering Bharat Ram Memorial Lecture in New Delhi on December 12, he suggested that India should 

focus on not just “Make in India,” but also “Make for India.” The export-led growth model may not work for 

India at this point of time, even though China and other Asian economies may have hugely benefited from this 

model. 

Rajan also recommended rollout of the goods and services tax (GST) as a “well designed GST bill, by reducing 

state border taxes, will have the important consequence of creating a truly national market for goods and 

services, which will be critical for our growth in years to come.” 

Not surprisingly, Rajan, who is on leave from University of Chicago as a professor, also emphasized in the 

same speech that India must invest in “idea-producing institutions – research departments of official bodies, 

think tanks, as well as universities.” 

One educationist who has ideas and courage to lift higher education from the pit is Professor Bhanu Pratap 

Mehta of Center of Policy Research. He has right credentials and background to re-organize higher education, 

which will empower 60 percent youth of India and will provide skill manpower to fuel manufacturing and other 

sectors. 

The growth story of India will gridlock if present dispensation in higher education is allowed to continue. Mehta 

has rightly suggested in his recent opinion in The Indian Express on December 13 that every single proposal 

under discussion, from mad ideas like common act for all central universities to centralized recruitment of 

faculty and admission, will destroy public higher education in India. 
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The purpose of central universities is to serve special needs, apart from serving as institutes of national 

importance attracting faculty and students from all over country. The Legislative Council of India passed acts in 

1857 to establish universities at Calcutta, Bombay and Madras. Later University of Punjab (1882), Allahabad 

(1887), Banaras (1916), Patna (1917), Aligarh (1920) and Delhi (1922) were established. 

When education was transferred as a subject under the provincial government, all universities except Banaras 

Hindu University and Aligarh Muslim University were transferred to provincial governments. After 

independence the Constituent Assembly decided to list education under union, state and concurrent. 

Central universities should be allowed to grow without imposing Common Act, which curtail their unique 

character as centers of excellence. 

IIT Kharagpur Techno Fest from Jan 30  

http://www.newindianexpress.com/states/andhra_pradesh/IIT-Kharagpur-Techno-Fest-from-Jan-

30/2014/12/19/article2578599.ece  

HYDERABAD: The annual techno-management fest of IIT Kharagpur, Kshitij is being held this year between 

January 30 and February 2. Deemed as Asia’s largest techno-management fest, its magnitude can be understood 

by its huge prize money worth more than `60 lakh and the total participation of more than 65,000 students from 

1,400 colleges across the country last year.  

The fest, in short, comprises events, guest lectures, workshops and exhibitions. In previous editions of Kshitij, 

there have been numerous events that were certified by world-renowned institutions such as ASME, IMechE, 

AIChE, ACM and IEEE, to name a few.  

Apart from the events, Kshitij also conducts guest lectures from eminent personalities some of whom from the 

previous editions are Alan Emtage, Jimmy Wales, Jonathan Forman, Prabhu Chawla (Editorial Director of The 

New Indian Express), Amitabha Ghosh, Naseeruddin Shah and Nawazuddin Siddiqui, to name a few. 

In Kshitij 2014 there were exhibitions on Nao Robot(New Zealand), Paper Tab(Canada), Touchwall(Austria), 

and Miniature Models(India).  

Kshitij has introduced, in this edition, a number of new events which includes events based on case study 

analysis, financial planning, latest innovative technologies and much more. 

The abstract submissions for a number of events have also started. The deadline for submission of abstracts for 

the event is Dec 20. 

Kshitij 2015 has also launched its official blog ‘Kronicle’. Two articles have been released on Kronicle till now, 

the first one regarding the peace campaign, and the second one on relativity. Apart from the submission events, 

two online events, Woodstock and Forex have been launched. Interested students may log on to bazaar.ktj.in for 

playing. 

Students may visit the Facebook page of Kshitij, IIT Kharagpur and official website, www.ktj.in, for 

registration 
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IIT Roorkee Emerges Winner in Global Programming Contest  

http://www.newindianexpress.com/states/kerala/IIT-Roorkee-Emerges-Winner-in-Global-Programming-

Contest/2014/12/17/article2575208.ece  

KOLLAM: IIT Roorkee emerged as the winner of the semi-final round of the ACM International Programming 

Competition held on Amrita University’s engineering campuses in Amritapuri and Coimbatore on Tuesday. 

‘Team 3 spades’ which represented IIT Roorkee topped the list of winners in the contest considered as the 

‘Olympics of Programming.’ 

The second position was won by the ‘Team JU_ Assassins’ from Jahangirnagar University in Bangladesh and 

the third position by ‘Team Believe’ from IIIT Hyderabad. Teams which cleared the semi-final round will 

participate in the international finals to be held in Morocco, Africa in May 2015. 

In all, 750 students belonging to 255 teams from over 150 colleges in India and Bangladesh took part in the 

semifinals. Participants from India come mostly from national premier institutions  like IIT, IIIT, NIT, Birla 

Institute of Technology and other leading institutions. 

ICPC contest is being hosted by the Amrita  University for the 10th consecutive time. The University will also 

host the first-ever ICPC World finals in 2015. The teams that took part in the semi-finals were selected after the 

preliminary contest held in October 2014. 

Top teams qualifying in the semi-finals from all over the world will compete in the  world finals. IBM is the 

worldwide ICPC sponsor and the Asia region event is sponsored by Infosys, Facebook, Directi. 
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Undergraduate students at IISc more keen on research 

Ramzauva Chhakchhuak, Dec 21, 2014, Bangaluru,DHNS; 

 

http://www.deccanherald.com/content/448907/undergraduate-students-iisc-more-keen.html 

A majority of students from the first undergraduate batch at the Indian Institute of Science (IISc) are 

choosing to pursue higher studies and careers in research instead of joining the industry.  
Although the present batch that joined in 2011 will be passing out next year, the placement process is already in 

progress. The students’ choice is no surprise as the Bachelor of Science (BSc) course at the institute was started 

primarily with an emphasis to encourage research. This, at a time when there are a deluge of young pass-outs 

eager to join the industry. 

 

Himani, a final year UG student majoring in biology, is one among the many students keen on studying further. 

“I would like to pursue my PhD and have applied to institutes like the Tata Institute of Fundamental Research 

(TIFR) and IISc. However, my dream would be to study at Stanford University or the University of California, 

San Francisco. I came to IISc primarily with the aim to go into research and would not like to do anything else,” 

she said.       

 

At IISc, BSc students are given a choice to major in any one of the six subjects - biology, physics, chemistry, 

mathematics, material science and environmental science - from the fourth semester onwards along with two 

minor subjects.  

 

They are required to study a general course comprising all the above six subjects till the third semester. 

 

The placement process began in November. While some students are sure that they would like a job, there are 

others who have registered for placements but are in two minds whether to choose a job or go for higher studies, 

said Abhinav Jain, a final year UG student, who is also the chief placements coordinator for his batch. 

 

“As many as 25 students from the batch registered themselves to be part of the placements. Seven are from 

material science, 10 from physics, four from biology, two from mathematics and one each from environmental 

science and chemistry. Of these, around 15 are very keen on landing a job, while the rest may pursue higher 

studies if the offers are not that great,” he said. 

 

While the placement process has started for the whole institute, efforts are on to conduct a session, especially 

for UG students, in January. “Being in an interdisciplinary course, students are well-equipped to work in the 

industry as well as pursue research. However, since this is the first graduating batch of the UG course, there is a 

need to communicate to companies that we are ready for the industry,” he said. 

 

Abhinav himself, who majors in material science, wants to work with a startup after he finishes the course. 15 

per cent interested in jobsSpeaking to Deccan Herald, the IISc Dean for UG Studies Prof Chandan Dasgupta 

said: “Of the 83 students in the batch, around 10-15 per cent have shown interest in landing a job after they pass 

out. However, this might change in the coming days when the picture with regards to placements and 

preferences of students becomes clearer.” 
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According to sources, many students pursuing maths and physics are keen on working in data analytics. Those 

from different specialisations also want to get into sectors   
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Google plans to open own campus in Hyderabad 

http://timesofindia.indiatimes.com/tech/tech-news/Google-plans-to-open-own-campus-in-

Hyderabad/articleshow/45592371.cms 

PTI | Dec 21, 2014, 12.44 PM IST 

HYDERABAD: Internet giant Google plans to open its own "permanent and big" campus in Hyderabad and is set to sign 

an MoU with Telangana government shortly to take up the venture.  

 

"We are likely to sign MoU with Google. They are likely to open their campus here in Hyderabad. It will be the third 

campus they will have after the US and the UK," Telangana IT, electronics and communications secretary Harpreet Singh 

told PTI here.  

 

Google currently operates from rented premises here but wants to move to a "permanent campus", he said, adding the 

tech major would sign an MoU with the state government shortly.  

 

He, however, declined to go into further details of the proposed venture, saying a press conference is scheduled to be 

held shortly on this but added that it would be a "big campus".  

 

Singh also said Cisco, Airtel, Vodafone and a Taiwanese company, among others, have responded to the expression of 

interest floated by the government on proposed venture to make Hyderabad a Wi-Fi enabled city. "  

 

Many of them are partnering and coming," Singh said, adding the Taiwanese firm, in fact, was behind making Taipei a 

Wi-Fi enabled city.  

 

But he said the companies that have evinced interest have sought information such as detailed maps of the city, 

including roads, and some clarifications with regard to certain specific points. "So, we are preparing the replies; we will 

give it to them".  

 

"It will take time (to make the city Wi-Fi enabled) because business model is the critical issue. Making Wi-Fi is not a big 

problem ... but how to monetise it ... is the key issue," he explained.  

 

Singh, however, said the contract for this venture is expected to be awarded in the next three-four months after floating 

the request for proposals and the bidding process.  

 

After that, the successful bidder is expected to take six months to roll out the infrastructure, he said, indicating that the 

city is likely to be Wi-Fi enabled only towards the end of next year.  

 

On the proposed Rs 30 crore incubator facility for technology start-ups, he said its designs have been completed and the 

process of tendering is in progress.  

 

The 70,000 square feet facility will have 800 seats, housing an expected 500 start-ups in different stages of growth, he 

said.  

 

"We are planning to formally inaugurate this building on June two (on the first anniversary of Telangana State's 

formation)."  

http://timesofindia.indiatimes.com/tech/tech-news/Google-plans-to-open-own-campus-in-Hyderabad/articleshow/45592371.cms
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As for software exports from Hyderabad, he noted that it was Rs 57,000 crore or roughly ten billion dollars in the year 

2013-14. "This year (2014-15), I think it's (going to be) 12% (more). We may do slightly better (better than 12% growth)," 

Singh added. 

Super professors, super training 

This online portal brings to students a choice of popular institutes and teachers from 

across the country. 

http://www.thehindu.com/features/education/super-professors-super-training/article6711093.ece 

Piyush Agarwal was pursuing higher education at Standford University when he realised that there was a 

greater need for technological innovation and research in the education sphere in India. So, he dropped out of 

his course, packed his bags and returned home to apply technology to solve problems in education. Piyush then 

started Aurus Network in 2010 and their flagship product, www.superprofs.com came out in 2014. 

SuperProfs gives students the liberty to attend online classes attended by their favourite professors in the 

comfort of their homes and at their own time, for competitive exams like IIT- JEE, GATE, CA, CS and CMA. 

“The most pressing issue at hand in Indian education system is the quality of teaching and training 

methodology. The pedagogy in tier II and tier III city schools and colleges is not uniform, and teachers lack a 

personal connect with the students. Forty or fifty students are clubbed together in a class and often taught by 

one instructor. For this reason, many opt for coaching classes. But it’s the same issue there as well,” says 

Piyush, CEO, SuperProfs.com. So far, 25,000 students have registered on their site. 

Here, they not only get access to classroom sessions but can also get study materials that are delivered to their 

homes within three-four working days of subscribing to a class. “We also facilitate interaction sessions between 

students and teachers so that students can get their queries resolved. SuperProfs.com has already partnered with 

more than 50 popular professors and institutes for GATE, CA and CS preparation from Delhi, Mumbai, 

Bengaluru, Chennai, Ahmedabad and Kolkata,” adds Piyush. 

Competitive base 

Competitive exams are a good target because of the level of demand and the competition. “For instance the 

level of competition in IPCC (chartered accountancy course) is huge and this year, only 9.49 per cent of the 

66,625 candidates cleared it,” he explains, adding, “The number of students appearing for IIT- JEE is increasing 

every year, but the intake is just about 10,000 for every five million students who appear for the exam.” 

Over the years, several institutes have mastered the art of coaching students for these exams and consistently 

produce toppers. SuperProfs takes these masters and connects them to students across the country. This way, the 

information is shared better, and everyone has access to good training. “Delhi is known to have the best 

coaching for IAS, CA and similar exams whereas Kota (Rajasthan) is popular for IIT-JEE coaching. But not 

everybody has access to this information. We bridge the gap,” adds Piyush. 

All one has to do is visit the site, choose the exam they need material for and select from a list of coaching 

material by different professors. They can then register to attend HD quality classes even without dedicated 

Internet connectivity.  

http://www.thehindu.com/features/education/super-professors-super-training/article6711093.ece


Page 21 of 26 

 

“On SuperProfs.com, we have free content such as e-books, exam tips, study material etc and complete course 

packages — with printed textbooks and quizzes, for which we charge a nominal fee. Those attending the 

lectures can watch them as many times as they want to and also get the material delivered home,” says Piyush. 

Super professors 

Some of the classes that students will be signing up for will be by The GATE Academy, Bengaluru offering 

GATE online coaching; Mumbai-based Siddharth Academy, offering CS online coaching and Sinhal classes for 

IIT- JEE; Delhi-based professor, Rajiv Singh, for Strategic Financial Management; Sudhir Sachdeva for law 

and so on. The classes work on very low internet speeds (100 Kbps), apart from being playable on most mobile 

devices. “Each professor at SuperProfs.com has taught more than 10,000 students so far and has produced rank 

holders. We adopt a video compression technique that can capture the recording and compress the feed obtained 

from the HD camera and microphone. So, the videos are available at low speeds, too. We are also planning to 

launch an easy-to-use mobile app in another three months, so that students can carry their study materials in 

their pockets,” he says. 

The website also allows for weekly live interactive sessions and answer forums where students can pose 

questions. They can also compare different professors based on their teaching styles, previous year results, 

verified ratings and reviews provided by other students. “We will add more course options for each subject and 

sign up with more institutes and individuals for each segment,” says Piyush, about SuperProfs’ future plans. 
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